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DISTRICT INVESTIGATION. o

CONCLUSION OF THE TESTIMONY
TAKEN OXN FRIDAY.

ADULF CL1'88 fTILL ILLUMINATES—WHAT
HE KNOWS NOTHING ABOLT-WIHAT HE
PUES XOT KNOW CERTAINLY, AND WHAT
HE THINKE CANNOT BE EXACTLY RIGHT
BECAUSE HE DUES NUT RECOLLECT HAV-
ING EXAMINED IT PERSONALLY.

Q. You think when Con makes an ap-
propriation of that kind, authorizing the Treas-
ury Department to pa; on the meas-

¥
urement of & United States 301«::, that you,
as the engineer of the board t to make
the measurement! A. I think that the law
means that the Secretary of the Interior ke to
draw that money, and [ think that the Becreta

tlr;t'lnwtéum

Bg 1o get one : o dhpte = -

»—WErS You & membér of the of Bubilc | £ FIndleye eontheet < - s _".!;}.";.3

Works or not! A. I mnst look at the dates. |Tenokins & Ruockles - - - .‘-3

b%..ﬂmhtuw of TR7S. A. 1 wanted | \§ (O ey ﬂu

Ve date w sppropristion bears . iadeoll

the official ts & Appleman . . - z w:
The Chairman. Mr. Mattingly, I am not so | g 350 St = et ®

clear that Mr. Cluss understands your question %.".um : _ {“‘:ﬁu

Row. leventh sireel sopt sower . 11488 47
Mr. Mattingly. That isthe reasdn 1 asked | Third %u - u,mg

bim whether uun;lera;md lt?‘:ml. ’ =~ ntr;:amh ot pawer - “:-.Ew

* The Chalrman. You baove reference, as 1 un. nher's contraet e - -

defstand you, to this: A elatement was made James creek sea-wall

out unfler the onder of mr.bo_'.?, which was R 2 A S T~

carried to Cong and p ted to a it- | St of "‘"’l‘“"‘f"&": {on

teo of Congress e & basis for an sppropristion. li{!.mcl Government reseroatioas and bulld-

Mr. Mattingly. Yes, sir.
The Chairman, Now you want to koow

Public Works when that stalement was pre-

of the Interior hias not been consuitad ot ali. | pared

I think that this s s fair construction of the
law, that the engineer of publle bufidings snd
roundl I to mieasure this thing over so as fo

&V0 &_cqntrol in the obtsining of pablic funds.

Q. You had refsrence to that when you
made your snswer as to that, did I Now,
Mr. Cluss, you knew very well at the time you
made your answer, didn’t you, day before yes-
terday, that you waa ot In office at the tme
Mr. Oertly, or whoever it was, was o
make out that statoment, did you not? A,
‘Well, I have stated, you know, again, that I
had certaln reference to everything that was
done for obtaining this money out of the Treas-

"3. You had no reference to the question put
to you iu your snswer! A, I hed reference to
the estimate upou which the money was ob-
tatned.

¢. Do you mean to state to this committee
that Governor Shepherd delegated an assistant
out of your office as engioeer of the boanl to
make measurements on which money was ob-
taived from the Ulted States Tressury! A.
Yes, sir, <

Q. You do? A. Yes, sir.

Q. And that money was obtained on those
messurements] A, Yes, slr.

Q. Dou't vou know that those measurementa
were made by Colonel SBamo  ss the enginecr
uoder General Babeock! A. Ido not.

Q. And before you went into office! A, The
way I read the law that the Boand of Public

Works shall pot take the low position of

y rontractors, and the Commissioner of
over: but I consider under oath the office
which 1 bad taken, afler I had had the honor
United Btates, unrolicited by me. 1 thought
that in this obtaining of the public funds there
Commissinper of Pablie Buildings and Grounds
snd the Board of Publie Works of the Nistrict
well as the others.

Q. Then,in your opinion, Mr. Cluss, the
those payments on  the certificates of General
Babeock without your consent! ls that ft?

The Witness, Hase you got the law here.

Q. 1thought I had it bere. You are talki
s plsin question. You ean snswer it! I ask
{r_\n whether It l& your idea that the Treasury
mente on the certificates of General Babeock,
the United States engloeer! A. It is not for
wrong, but 1 believe that the thing has not
been done in that eareful way in which the law
appropriation, that the Secretary of the In-
terior was to aek for this money, and | have, as
bave pever seen the Secretary of the Interior
do it, or baveanything at all to do with R,
been commitied,

Mr. Wilsan. Here is the law referred to,
at Large, p, 405.)

The act ie as follows:]
the expenditures made of the Board of Publle
Works of the District of Columbia for paving
grading. sewerage and othor fmprovements upen
and sd)vining property of the United Btates in
therecl ne may be necessary: Frovided, That all
payments under this approfristion shall be made

blic Buildings and Grounds shall measure
of au sppointment from the President of the
wes 1o be s joint responsibility between the
of Ctlumbia, who are Uni States ofi. “rs as
Treasury Department was wrong o making
Are we 10 unierstand thst!
sbout your understanding of the law. Thnnﬁ
Jepartment was wrong in making those pay-
me 1o gay that the Treasury Department was
wae desigoed. The law says, for eure, in one
far as the Governor's answer s'concerned, 1
Bo, 1 eay in this regard a little irregularity Las
right st the bottom of the page. (17 Stat.
o enabie the Secretary of the Interior to pay
roadways and curbing, sod paving sidewnlks,
ths Distriet of Columbia, $1.241.920.90, or 8o much
oniy npan the vouchers provided by the officer In

elisrge of pubiie buildings snd grounds of the
District of Colnmbia, after full examination and
measurement of the above lmprovements, and the
approval of the pricesclaimed therefor: Provided

hat the sald Hoard of Public Werks be, and
they are hereby, prohibited from incurring or
oontracting further liabilities on beliall of the
United States in the improvement of streets, ave-
nues und reservations bevood the amount of the
appropristions previously made by Congress, and
from suteriug inlo sny contract touching such lm-
provements oo Lbehall of the United States, ex-
copl o parssioce of sppropriations made by Cos.

TCH
. Now you have read the entire law
through{ A. As far us I tmplied from the
Governor’'s atiswer, the Secretary of the Inte.
rior bas pot been asked about it, and in this re-

ard, in my oploion, a little irregulurity has
een committed.

Q. You have read the law throuch. Do
you fipd anything in that law requiring pay-
ment Lo be made on vouckers approved by voa
or by the engincer of the Board of Public
Works! A, Ithink the law reads that way.
Tue vouchers are to be approved, of course,
and & voucher must be made, of course, before
it can be spproved.,

Q. Who has to make it? A. Of course the
Board of Pablic Works. This is clear.

Q. That §s your opinfon of #t! A, It s &
question of law., Ido not want to go any
further about it. I am an engineer, not a law-

er.
Q. That fs your construction of that law, is
A. Yes, alr.

Q. That these vouchers ought to have been
approved by you, and that General Babeock'’s
approval alone was not suflicient? A, No, #ir;
not sullicient in my opiufon; there ought to
bhave been & joiot approval.

Q. To return. Your statement yesterday
was that the statement or secount on which
that appropriation was based was made by a
deputy in your office, for whose acts you were
reeponsible, selected by Governor Shepherd,
without your knowledge or conseut, and made
out by him: is that true, or noii A, Mr. Mat.
tingly

Mr, Mattingly. Just answer the question yes,
orno. A.I have mot fully understood you;
please repest it,

Q. You stated here day before pesterday that
there was an acconnt made out, which was
made the Lasisofun appropriation of $1,240,000
&nd upwanld, by oue of your sssistants, respon-
sibie 10 you, taken from your own supervision,
and under the direct onders of the vice presi.
dent. Is that statement truel A, [ hive re-
poated already my understanding of this. 1
misunderstood Lhe guestion.

Q. As an answer to the question printed
there It le untrel A, Well, s an answer—]
meati to suswer the question that the money
wes abiafued from the Tressury and po esti-
mate made. I wm glad to make this correct
Ion. It was an unintentional error.

Q. Do you mean to state here that money of
the Tressary was paid on that statement of
account made by a subordinate In vour ofice.
Do you mean to make that statement! [No
responee, |

Q. Thet money wae drawn out of the Treas
urvl  A. Yes, eir.

Q. You say, in your answer, vou understood
when you were making that answer it applied
to when the money was paid or the manner in
which the money was paid? A. I mean to say
1 do not know anvihing of It, but that, as the
respopalble oflicer, I ought to have known ft.
Thia is my snswer.

Q. You fecl sore on the subject, I know, In
regard to this moatter. As 1 understand i1,
your version Is simply this: that you think
theee measurements on which the Government
pald this money ought to have been made by
you, Is that ! A.1 am not sore upon the
subject, bt | do not shirk responsibility, not.
withst snding I have pleuty on band 1o do with-
out'it.

Q. Do T understand you to say that, in your
opinion, the mceasurements on which “this
money was pall by the United States Treasury
should have Leen made by you! A, Usder the
direction of the eugineer of the board and the
official head of the office.

You were that headl! A. Yes, eir; to be
reporied to the Board of Public Works to
modify or'sdopt the report. It ought to have
gone to Mr, Bamo to be remeasured.

Q. Then your reasons for making this state-
ment denying all knowledge of Government
measyrementsa and your responsibility for
them, and sscortaining that they hur been
made by engincers, your subordinates de-
tailed, without your knowl aml consent,
by the Governor, was tlds: that, In four opin-
jon, these measurements ought to have been
made by you, or made under your immediste
Qirections, before the money was obtained from
the Treasury of the United States, Is that sol
A. Under my immediate direction; that fs the
S‘!:mA 1 do mot mean4o say uuder my- imime-

te direction; under my direction. .

Q. Now', n point of fact, st the time these

statements were prepared, or when they were

ordered 1o be prepared, were you s member of
the Board of Yluﬁﬁc Works! A. When these
slatementsy—

. Ansawer yes or no, will you, pleasel A.
You put me at once to perjury.

Q. No, sir; I do not do snything ef the sort.
It Is & plaln question. [ ask you when this
statement——A. Which statement!

Q. Your own statements

propristion of 1,240,000, was based. When
these nts were ordered to be made
by the vice of the , Mr. s
hend, Fhmm detalled o clerk In the s
office for o were mem|
mlmﬂurm«m .ﬁ.w“
A.lw-nmhnothm

Mr. Mattingly. Yes, sir; that ls my question.
The Chairman. I doubt whether ,Hr. Cluss

now.

The Chalrman. It does not relate to sppro-
priations or expenditures of appropristions, but
to estimates a8 & basis for which these appro-
priations were made.

The Witness. I have the eelimate here.
There can be no dogbt about It; but, however,
as this estimate Is appended to o partial report,
dated November 1, 1572, so I have a right to
“Ell was a member of the board when this was
laid before Congress.

The Chalrman. No, sir; that is not the ques-
o “ﬁ“:imgt That i stion

r. Mal - ot my que -

B T e o

. 18 : Q. this:
vhe{l Mdcpilu\? A w’u detafled by the
vice president of the Board of Public Works
to re that statement which that appropri.
utlon was asked for, were you a memberof the
Boand of Public Works! A. I am pot positive
sbout that.

Q. You are not poseitive ahout that?! A, No,
sir; because | am ohly positive T was nover
asked about it.

Q. You went there in Oetober, did you not!
A. Yes, gir; on the 21d of October.

Q. That Is the report of November, 18721 A.
Yes, sir, ~

Q. You find it there, do you motl A. Yes,
sl

r.

Q. You were appoloted engloeer of the
board, or requested to assume the duties of the
engioeer of the board, on the 20th day of De-
cember, 1872, were you nol] A. 1 was the en-
gineer member of the bosrd from October 93;
and I was member of the Board of Public
Works.

Q. 1 understand that; but vou had not charge

the 20th of December! A. That is correct.

Q. Now that report was made November 17
A. Yea, #ir.

Q. When youn went into the board In Oc-
tober, do you know whether Mr. Oertley was
ool engaged at that time in he preparation of
this statement! A. 1 am pot positjve about
that.

Q. It was concluded in November, was It
not! A. Yes, sir.

Q. It had already been defined by that time!
A. Most llkely, On the 20th of October, to
the best of my recollection; one pight
while at Governor Shepherd's private house,
he Invited me to come and bear the writing out
of his report,

Q. By the 1st of November, anyhow, that
statement was all completed, was it not? A,
The 1st of November, 1572,

Q. Now, It was not until the latter part of
December vou sssumed charge of the en-
gineer's office! A, Yes, sir.

Q. How conld a subordinate of yours, as san
engineer of the Board of Public Works, re-
sponsible to you, be detalled by the vice presi-
deot of the board to make out this statement
on which this appropriation was based, when,
in point of fact, at that time you had nothi
to do with the board? A. I have already sai
that 1 misunderstood the gquestion; inmy state-
ment yestenday I referred to the money drawn
out, and I have formally retracted, as far aa
that point was concernesd.,

Q. L is sll the soswer you desira to
make! A, Yes, sir,

Q. Now, Mr. Clues, T understand you to say
that you mistook the question, and an-
swer applied to the stal L on w the
money was obtaiped. A. Thatis it.

Q. Was that money obtained on any state-
ments made out—money obtained from the
Treasury Department! Now understand my
question, ?lene- Was that money obtained
from the Treasury Department or any state-
ment of account made out by any of the depu-
ties in your office, detalled Ly the vice presi-
dent of Lthe Board of Public Works? A. All of
these measurements were made by subordi.
nates of my office without my konow/edge, but
about the details, bow it was done, I am not
posted.

Q. Now that Is a very plain question, and it

scems 1o me you ouﬁhl. to auswer it In & plain
way. You made a broad, sweeping sssertion
here day before yesterday, which you have now
to sdmit, In terms, {s untroe.
Mr. Hamilton. 1 do not think it s hardly fair
for you to repeat that thing over to the wit-
ness. Yom have got an answer several times
from him to the effect that it was under a mis-
apprehension of the question that he gave the
anewer that be did, l}.!o did pot admit its un.
truth, but he explains how it was that answer
was given. He says the answer was givento s
question, a8 he understood It, in & different
shape. It is hardly fair, therefore, to state In
your questiou that he admita his answer to be
untroe.

Mr. Mattingly. Ido not mean to be misun-
derstood as putting Mr. Cluss into the position
of admitting that it was willfully untrue. 1
understood him to say that he misapprehended
the question.

Mr. Hamilton. That ts what he stated. You
ought to deal fa'rly by the witness.

overnor Ehepherd. Mr. Hamilton, 1 think I
have a right to be fairly dealt by aiso. This
man comes here and makes a statement by
which he seeks to ssperse my character as 8
public officer. Now we want to show from the
record Lhat that §s untrue.

Mr. Hamilton. Certainly, you may do that;
but do it io a falr way.

Governor Shepherd. Certalnly.

By Mr. Mattingly: Q. I understand Mr.
Cluss to say this, that jnthe statemeut which
he made in answer o that question, be misun-
derstood the question; that his answer applied
to the statement on which the money was ob-
tained from the Treasury Department, s that
sof A, Yes, sfr.

8. That is your explanation! A. Tes, sir.

. Now that fs sol A, Yes, sir.

Q. Then I ask you this question: Assuminz
that to be true, do you mean to say that that
moncy was obtained from the Treasury De-
partment on statements made out by oneof the
deputies of your office, for whom you were re-
sponsible, detailed by the vice president of the
board, without your knowledge or cousent; do
FOu mesn to say that?

Lﬁ'umu pausing.]
r. Harrington. 1'insist upon an answer.
Q. Do you understand the question! If you
do, please answer. A. I am thinking how to
answer. I am correct in the spirit, but I do
not like to be caught in the wonding.
Q. It Is simply a matter of fact, Mr. Cluss.
A. My sweeping sssertion wag, that all these
Government measurements were made without
the least knowledge on my pari; that ounly one
day I was calied upon to sign an appropristion;
the statement, you know, on which §1,-
,000 was obtal This is all; the whole
that I know in this matter. If at ove time s
signature of mine has been obtalned to an
aper, it has been & mere clerical matter, {
Ave neverseen any paper—I am positive about
that—in detall, except that day when I was
mkﬁl % sign the sppropriation for that mil-

.

Q. Now, Mr, Cluss, can yon tell me what
you did mean, or to what ynu understood that
questioa to apply, which you answered, and
which i bave repeated half ‘s dozen times! A.
I answer it again, that all these Government
measurements were made by employees of my
office, without my know or consent. To
the best of my knowledge, It was done by the
vice president, because when I ssked where
those folks were, I was told they were off un-
der the orders of the vice president. That
maemy:he whole case, o o

: You state mow of these appropria-
tions, and messurements for all ofmwap-
propriations? A. Yeu, sir.

; Doyoummwh understood that your
language should apply to those messurements
before you were a member of the board, and
before you sssumed charge of the enginecer’s
officel A. Of course it could not applytothat,
It is selfevpdent.
Q. Your

exprosa terms, so far
makes it &

whether - he was & member of the Board of | On

of the engineer department of the board until | made

Statement amounts required for the complelion
-j‘ :lrer?{ pavesenls, gud{q. parking, ¥e.
uader contracl.

Firnt Emﬂn. in G $40,187 00

%.42) 00

Third Dir in Borth.
wustion ssction of sily, v -
Fourth Division, fram Nioth to Fif

Apavr CLUSE,
Engtoeer in chargoe.
Ogronen 31, 1573,

A. That is not this report. When I refased
the Governor to sign his paper agaln I stated
distinetly that 1 had been made to sign this
paper, and the first line of it was a mistake of
Oertly’s, and this was the reason that I did
Dot the second paper.

Q. So you would not sign the second paper?
A. It was prescuted 0 me again in some

way.

({. What is the first line?! A. It Is ““State-
mentof amount required for the completion of
main sewers under contract.” F. tey's con-
tract—$36,081.90. This contract, so fur as the
main sew Is concerned, is about §12,000,
and Mr. Oertly, under orders of the Governor,
me sign & false statement here—the
main sewer.

Mr. Wilson. What does It cost? A, About
$12,000. It is not settled yet. I happened to
have it on hand this morning. It 1s about
$10,000. Mr. Finley says it was made-ground
and he could not possibly do it for that price.
The contract was given without the price
being inserted.

By Mr. Mattingly! q. State whether that fs
imur signature (handing witpess s paper.] A.

thick that is my signatare.

ou, dated

Q. There ls a letter addressed by
November 21, 1873, to the vice p ent of the
Board of Public Worke; 1 wish pou would read
it. [Witness read as follows:
Boarn or PoBLIc Wouxs,
TRICT OF LCOLUMBIA,
OFFICE oF CIIEY ENG IN KR, ;

WAsHINUTON, November 21, b3,
Hon. H. A. Willard, Vice President, &¢.;

Sin: In secordance with your communication of
the 13th Instant, I herowith transmit coples of
vouchers and estimates of work done on avenues
and strests in freut of Governmant property, and
on which no or onlrtprlhl measurements and
pl)'mcntll bave heretofore been made by the Gor-
ernment.,

Tle coples of voschers In this office I have all
coriifed Lo, as requesisd by you,

The balance due on !nst wearurement, as well

&% the balance due, as per assesyment, on work
been complied from the

formerly settled jor, have
records of the ?"nd!tor'l offico by Deputy Enf‘lnnr
Certly wha b fully conversant with all'the

of the tranesction from the beginning.

The lollowlng is « condensed stutemend of the
amount due from the Guverpment oo work ac.
tuslly done, vis:

Balance due oo Isal measurement
Uhitsvenue . . . -
New Hampahire avenune
Delawnre avenne - -
Vermont avenue
Rhode Irland avenue
Now Jersey avenue -
B streel south, Sixth to

"m‘ west - - - -
Seventh etreet, E o O street northwest
F street, Fifth to Ninth sireet nporth-

west -

(EEE]

.g‘-I§|-
S

-Halanos due on.—
Massachusette avenue, New Jerrey ave-
nue Illilou.nduy BOUrLDWost, A8 per us-
sess - - - - - -
Sixth street west, B north to B south
l:t‘l;clot at Thirteenth gnd P strect north.
o8 - - - - - - -
Flaggug saround Patent and Post Of
Seventh street, through Mount Vernon
Tiber sewer, main stem, front of Gov-
Mtnl&nllnl oition - = =
Work on street around and sdjscent to
United States Capitol =
To this ouxht to be added, for comple-
tieg of work, sbout .

87,770 19
1,882 80

12,000 00
207,842 80
£0,000 00

Total . . . . <« o« o

Deduet correction of error of messure-

ment on Hawlins square, which oe-

gsmd in weasurement of Janmary,
10 = - - - - -

Balance due .
The work

14,670 00

. . . 512,508 07
required in the compllation of the
above figures, and thelr comparison with former
appropriations of Congresaon avenues and streets,
was quite laborious and extessive, snd hence the

e respectfally, & ou
wy e Avory CLo
5= Engineer in eh:.r."p.

The Witness. This verifies the staloment
which I made.

Q. That verifies the statement which
you made, that you knew mnot about
the Government measurements! . That

the engiucers are sacrificed by the Board
of Publiec Works. This was submitted to me
by M:.,o:;uy, sod, as & mere clerical matter,
was .

Q. Was signed at whoserequest! Let us un.
derstand that. That ts in to & lotter
of Mr. Willard, dated the 13th, and this reply

is dated the 21st. You had eight days! A.ln
cight days I could not possibly have gone to
work and up this work thet is in
here.

Q. Youdld not undertake to do it! A.1
:‘:ﬁdnﬂdﬂl at all. I said Mr, Qertly aid
- Q. Nr. Oertly &id not write this letter, did
i o e o e oo

* 5. in W
of&mﬂt‘w r:hrh." 2 S5

3 by you, not! A. I think, for
sure, | altered of that letter somee’|
what, because it was too positive, and [ altered
tho wo of it: and so this was s mere
clerical matter for me to have signed it
Q. Wasn't that work messured, and wasn't
it & compilation from vouchers! A. All 1
khneo- was u:tdn %m mmm;m:
the chunge of grades aro the Capitol here.

Q. I am about the items mentioned
in that letter? A, That is one of the ftems.
There sre certaln vouchers connected with
this work around the Capitol. These bear
signature and Mr. Barpey's, and this plrta(%
{km:mmuno[nhmd

am r .
. Then whatever bears Mr. Barney’'s snd
{‘nurugmm Is all rightt A. Of

ullunli is liablo to err. Certalnly
there will not be found anything but what

competent men, under simflar circumstances,

Q. But so far as the Board of Public Workals
conearned, when you addressed a letter like that
to the executive head of the boand, is it not fair
to presume that you knew what you were wrl-
tiog sbout ss. engineer of that boarnd? You
Mufm-muwuhqumwmmnn
was impossible, between the 330 of October
witlgrol‘ Nwemﬁ, to do that off-hand state-
m appropristions required, you kpow, for
§1,340,00 > 108 S0 1e8 yon B
was lmpossible. A. How could I, within

o&l‘:ﬂ“ days, do such voluminous work

1]

Qpﬂn your signaturefs ot on that?
Ahﬁ?mﬁ’nm. S

. Just pleass look at n before you
mum;mmmw lj’ymwdn
not find it there in red Ink? A.7Ab

By M Staptont 1

. Btanton 13 A.
!u',rlir;tluthnym. m’:.ww
Are not those the

teenth sireets wesl, - - - - BIH W
Fiith Division, from First to Ninth
SixIh Diviaien, in Dortheastern sse- '
x1
uien, S S 10,840 60
Seventh Division, in eastern section, 104,551 &3
Elghth Divisiop, on Island, - - 28,084 75
Total, - - - = , =~ emIW3
. RECAFITULATION,
Amount required for completion of
| Jowers 'tq . - e 01,080,585 68
ll»n?;:nc wurih STy & 78,000 00
moun trod eompletion
‘M “-I“ - - I“'.. - 671,159 12
Total - s = . - 1755704 TO
Less amount of material on hand « 110,867 25
1,006,067 &4

12,017 00 | th

Teen,am o | 838

"2 Do hat Mr. Shep
y you mean 10 say t r. henl
ever saw those A’: I1do not say that
he did. T do not say that he did not.

. Did dou not send them to Mr. Willard!
A.Izulﬂmr&dh!.

« Is not

100 smart to go on record in these things.

Q. Did the Governor send them to you! A.
!?ﬁmt will anew m
. If you answer my qnestion w
t along much easier. A. lq . Totodlect

which seem 1o Jay considerable stress,
T e Ty Oty e
detalled to do some work without
consuitad! A. I sald that is one
cases.

lzn::.d‘ Oh

t [which the work s dome. Now,

being

the many

Q. This ia the case you referred o in your
day before

yesterday! ‘

The ,.Wm you allow me to detail
hn{':r lhm{.u-um
know, I bave told you here in Waa Inﬂm,b
the best of my knowledge, you know, nia-
chlng‘ryof the whole is goiten from
Mr. Willlam Tweed, In New York—the way in

dence had been springing up bet
call the superintendent of property and a clerk

ander my charge. 1 tried to stop this: |
wrote to Mr. E. B. Townsend, the superinten-
dent of property, as follows:

Boann or Pranic Wonxe,
OFPICE OF CRILY OF B XGIXAENSS "
pEil 3, 104

Wasmxgroy, b, ., A
S ll::m.ﬂ Yeds

roferred
have to say that
o r
the ruperintendent’s .:wu han %ﬂa

B,

A'nawadth'm-huk-w. It fs
too much for bim to read that letter, and he

meuts ~ when your name : it fadorsed by s book-keeper. The
A That 10, T atn Ald STt these. St Idorsemet omiens 4
am a were
made to mis fact > Ml:h-.' Iy 'e”'c" h’?ﬁo’;i.‘}."'.'..
woaldtske— > M A e A
- Theo you have " atbort
to mhlgdt - ave youl A.¥ have "“""';'.‘E‘nmt ¥ -
stated that thesa papers, you ) were éd tothe in eharge,
signed by me sx 8 courtesy lo the Governor, |, MerEeetiaily Peteryed fo tho smsioner harcs
who sent those voluminous to me. ter with instruetions of Lhe bosnl, dated
Q. Did the Governor those papers to A 28, 1578, & e0py of which was furnlsned the
Inu for signature? A, It fs thoﬂ time that , and mmﬁht the matler be sub-
saw Mr. Oertly and Mr, S8amo, and theycame | mitted to the g i g el
to me about anything. Superiotendent Prope
. Did the Governor send them to Al Maywma
140 not know whether he Is on . Hels it us one of the 1

You regarded
'Ont.kil!gl of the office down there, and they
abstracted letters apd indoreed the contents on
the envelope?

A. I consider that lttle
to abetract

clerk has another litle clerk

3 1t Is too far back. %

Q. Do you know that thesé papers
to you by Mr. Willard, with a letterof the 13th
10 which yours is an answer! A. Mr. Willard
i anlinly nuka!tqm!nud sb:tu’ these facts—

. 1am as yoa ut your knowledge,
not Mr. Wl!hr?lgs knowledge. Did not these
pers come to you, and that letter dated 13th
November, signed by Willan! A. I do mot
think they came to me with that letter.

Mr. Btewart. Heave you got that letter here!

Mr. Mattingly. Ng, sir; not here just now;
it i being copled. Bui the letter is In answer
to that :glhe 13th.

By Mr. Maitingly: Q. If you will take up
the Governor's answer there, the list of con.
tracts there on pages 337 and 388 did not

, I understand you to say! A. [ am pretty
sure I did pot sign them.

Q. Did you not say If your name was there
it was a forgeryl A. I said you called it so.

Q. And you adopted i} [No response.]

Q. State whether that your signature!
[Handing witoess s paper.] A, Itseems to be
m nature.

6. /lat have you got to say about it now;
fs it a forgery? A. I repeat merely that the
system in rlo;zhuo by the Board of Public Works
is apt 10 catch any one In these measurements,

. Mattiogly. That will hardly do, Mr.
Cluss. A, I will repeat that the_most fm-
portaut document in here—that whith relates
to money; these, I am sure, I did not sign.

‘Governor Bhepherd. Answer u{nugo along,

lease. We have got plenty of them for you.
ls paper_that s now @ ¥Ou has just
been- obtaled from the Government Print)
Ofmice. It was the originnl paper that was sen
there when my answer was betn? printed, It
wtglhe on page 884 of the printed
volume.
Q. Isthat yoursignaturel A, Yes, sir; that

fsm ﬁﬁll\!l’!.

[’fvhe Howing (s the pa alluded to as
coutained on page 857 of the Governor's
aAnswer:]

List of Contracts, kc. of the Board of Public
Worke—Oontinued,

No. 1822, Feb. 4, 1574—To cloan the R-street sewer
from R street northweet to
New Jerssy avenne, Syl
vanus Gb contractor,
No. 1833, Feb. 4, 157T4—To clean the the-stroet
sewer from R stroet nogth—
west Lo (Jrant avenue, Syl.
vanus Gleason, eontracior.

Orrice or Qo ACTS AND SUPPLIES,
b W, 1894,

Il-oanhurruuw “l? ¥e
w. K. Norr, Contract Clerk.
1 have examined the above llst, and certify
 currectnesy nl;l::'_n:ao.
WASHINGTON, Fed. M, e Taginose.
Q. Is this your signature! [Handing wit-
ness o mlct'uumnlngtlmnon

] A. That is ure, [The
Eﬁ;ﬂq]h the mﬁm‘ﬁ"mm%@

were gent

The Witness. Allow me just to look st an
important document that 1 referred to, the one
which relates to money. [Alter l
Hero I thol;;omm document. This I:
see, OD page This has no sigonsture at all,
but I mean to say tbat the lmportant state-
meals come without any ‘ﬁnnmot

yoand s
pletin m

!‘Mmd_mo!

. Mattingly. ﬁo, dr g
Q. You arc pot charged in the Gévernor's
answer with that, are you! A. It docs not

moneyl A. Yes, sir; that is ove. [Witness
examining s printed volume. ]

Q. Are you looking for spother! A.Iam
hunting to show that the Iimportant papers
came elther not signed by me, or signed
by me without my knowledge—the important
papers; those mere clerical matters, the list of
contracts, and g0 on—where they are fust from
one Lo a thowsand—

Q. Let mo call your stleilion to another
thlnﬁ: You have referred to matters with
which money is connected, and to which ur

ure ought to have been attached.
to page 410, of the Governor's Answer—bot-
tom of the pege—and you will ind there this
'ﬁ?&l;l% or ‘gi'.-rwxlu.
WASHINGTOX, March 14, 1578,

Sim: We Inclose bills for work done by the

Beard of Publie Works of the Distriet of Colum-

bia, In sccordance with the provisions of act ap-
proved Mareh 2, 1573, entitled “An act making

[
Wuh aud forms adopted here.

the en-
entitled |1

clerik! A.

much upon who was the engl
the property-clerk, wouldn'tit! [Noresponse.]

t
o
sicner, to
meat and its forms, which he

papers, 5o ad to make the system so compli-
cated that whenever s case cOmMEs Up you can-
lﬂ&;&en the mpo?alhmlymmyhod_v.

. You e, 1t y fast ponsi:
bility upon & man who puts his signature to
pcpen.poa. Under the workings of the sys

tem.

Q. And in youropinion it is & of
Tweedismi A, It is o system of Willlam A.
Tweed, which was admired all over the United
mu before his Irregularities were discov-

Q. You, however, remained under that sys-
tem from the dste of your appoiniment, Octo-
ber, 1572, unotil the present time! A. I have
done the best I could to remedy it by talking
the matiter up, day by day, between different
members of the bourd.

Q. Did you ever examine the system organ-
ized by Mr. Willlam M, Tweed! A. I koow
the blanks were imporied from New York.

Q. What blanks—specify the blanks] A.
The blanks for vouchers, and all those things.

Q. Supﬁu you were told that there was not
[ le blank for a voucher lmporied from
New York, and you were satisfed that such
was the fi would not you think rm were
swearing s little hotly and hastily? Would
pot you think you were allowing yoar vindie-
tiveness to run away with {nur Judgment o
some extent! A. Ido not know; perbaps 1
ought not to pe #o much in detall. 1 mean the
whole machl —blanks and o on.

. Now, whnt blanks! You sre underta
to here to facts. A. Well, when I was
tmspector of bufldings, when 1 consented to
take the office under the board, I was re ted
to make & law for . balldings . o Lhe riet,
and I did it according to the exigencles of the
case. nt once imperted a bullding law
from Now York, and wanted me to enp,wlt, 1
didn’t think {t was tbe right thing for Wash-
ington, €0 I amended it. It was one of those

cases where—
A

. Was thas buflding Iaw of New York one
of 's lawsl “A. No, sir; It was an sct of
the lature.

Q. You lmproved upon i1 A. Yee, sir; of
course

Q. And your improvement of the system
was adoptad herel A. Well, it was a modified
system; it was not improved.

was -adopted? A.

Q. As modified by you it
Yes, sic.

Q. Tt is in answer to one case, or {llustra-
tion of Tweedlsm; now give us another. A.
1 have read in the Investigation of 1579, that

to | Mr. Shepherd, ‘o the best of my knowledge,

was asked about Willlam M. Tweed, and after-
ward this very fact came out that they were in
New York—especially visited there for the pur-
posc aof from their organization.
Q. From thal source of intormation—from
what you read lhcn.g:n inferred their whole
was Imported from New York, l]:d all
that

lloli-élbmlﬂjnguu, . . e . M50 ®
1m_i,::=:.1..._' miee 2 = The Witness. The machinery?
1 “anceled - e . . Mr. Mattingly. Yes. A, Yes.
lM—‘Jmphé,Mlm'- . = - Q. That is source of yonr kmowledge
W i be 1 2 T 1 ™ lfom which you arc testifving here! A. And
W¥—Work not Ly from my scqualntance with the whale s{':'l.em.
1077—4 Yackson Pumphry, - - - Q. Are gw uainted with the e,
%m— u:lﬁ.&}:anolly, = = = 0 g sysfem in Now Yorkl A. Yes,sir; ulnt«d
vm— ol “ % s ;ﬂm aTic
16— Harker & dacwell, - 1 1 :‘:u“ﬁiﬁ‘f.?ﬁ:;lf'" epi Ty .
m—gimu Glesson, . . . gsoog| Q- And you recogoize the system here. A.
Wl)4—Fioegan & Nesdall, - .« . 11,50 80| Yes, sir.
. And have actedunder it A. Yee, sir.
Total, « = - - - . -gUTHOE g Now, will you please tell ua what Tweed-
ism, In your opinion, means—Iin your testl
n:&co:ne?ilt' SORUBELIN2Y 00 2ol v pack: mol;]r berel A. A u:r’_v compl stem of
h““l:;.dm requsition. k eeping .lmunu.f For instance, the
Lu;mln contract 832 and 631, ;ﬁ;’j‘;};‘“‘{:‘;}. “and them Baving the dontract
st A?ﬁ[%‘?’;‘“t bureau. Instesd of having It united they dis-

tribute it, s0 thet nobody but the one, like the
Jesuits in Rome, can &ntrol anything.
. That is what you call the complieation?
A. a:j.nlbu s what I call eomplication,
Q. fa what. you

call T i A,

Yes, sir. There was & mon error all over
the United States that this complicated system
in ch
all these th A.
y. Of course, Ithink, the

] in ought 1o have charge af the
mm.ume of having & bareau fordl;

there ls not the Jeast doubt abous it. I think

it wrong, for instance, if & property-clerk buys

seem §0. the material and pays two for It ou sc-
. Is that your important matter that yog |count of his not aequainted with the ma-
spoke of just now which bhad reference to |terial. 1 thipk the engineers know more of the

prices—of the wvalue of the material than the
d'ak You iniuk e would know

. You t engineer more
about the p?ea :%'r material than any property-
Mr. !lu‘u:"gly. "That would depend  very
neer and who was

Q. I will read you from the Investigation of

1872 what was said there about Mr. Bhephend’s
conueetion with Mr. Tweed, which is the source
of all your knowledge from which you are tes-
11

ng here.
. ¥ou stated the other day that you had never
seen Mr, Tweed? A. I did.

Q. Will you look ot thar paper and see if It re-
freshes your memory? [The paper examined by

the witnous.]
- “FEnnoARY 21, 1572,

“My Dean Sia: Since T wrote you this morning
1 have beeninformed that Mr, Shopherd did once
n «:u‘u with & commiites, and
hat 1 directed the chiel clerk of the department
[ public works, of which I was then a commis-
bim the workings of the depart.
did. The matter
sad 1 have not now

sppropriations for sundry eivil ex of the

overnment.”” One for §1.011220.5] and ene for
$108,533, and request thal payment be mads for
the mame to James A. AMa . rer of
the Board of Fublio Works, ss scon 83 may be
practicable. |

Very respectiully, yng_r !o}bodl.lut tervants,

o,
relation with Mr. 8.

my reoll
sl'ghtest reccilection of it, but presume it in
I write this that :oa’mu i‘:w exacily my
ours,

B COTTERPOD-
what 1|

ought | shese

B

:
:

£
i

i%f, :
H
i
:

‘g..
gg
L
-
P
-8
gi
:
£%

i
g

cH

——

this voucher here which ‘""E'Ef. I
mh.-;,lmhm mean to
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of:

Q. That includes partial
A. Yes, sir, In juatice to myself I would re-
the voucher of Beptember 1, 1874, for
O. Evass to be brought i, and then I
can explain. ’

Mr. tingly. Any one you desire. [The
following (s the voucher referred to reiating to
Farragus square:] _

!m;-mh-mﬂmup,

.‘Au:n;ot D. U., September 30, 1873,

g
e
e

prevemment of Farraged Sqatre: (et ord o= and
improvement o uAre, (between —
— streels, ) In squares — .qﬂlm‘ in the fore-
goiog accouat, which w was dene unaer the
order of the Publiec Works, (contract
No.—,)and find a8 to quantity and
quulit .atnd that the work has h:;:dml:
ma as contraet rpecily
tione l’wl.: !L‘Bgnun,

it
anybody tossk you do thow things than for o g bl
you to do theml A. Certainly. Dated 187-, A Sl
Q. And tiat ls your instance of grosser neg-| wen. B P. W., vol. 4 1578 Cert. No. 4.
ey Yte’ ey e L o oy e, Patgaass
b’m”t:’mwdnlhue ! A, m‘;';"“’-fmml'.zﬂl. ﬁnrk%? Far-
Of course everybody kuows that it is indlrectly | Fibal measabemont. . Kespeetiuily reforred to B,
the Governor, p.“\%.?:. m':?:ﬁm o gm“ur?“_am?d Cluss,

Q. Who, If anybody else. asked you t:;‘lfn
them? It must have been somebody directly.
Now, who asked you directly to sign these

rsl [ Witness pausing.]
. Did they not come 10 you as the head of
the engineering ot in the o

course of business of the Board of Public Worksi
A. No, not in the ordinary ecourse of business,

keep the Government measurement concealed
from us.

keep the Government measurements concealed
from you! A. Yes,sir. ]1did not know any-
thing at all about them.

Q. It was not concealed from you when they
were submitted to you by the pile which was
exhibited to you a little while ago and signed
by yon, was itf A. The Government meastre-
ment on which money was obtained T had no
knowledge of until I saw & in the Governor's

Q. Now, you return to that constantly, that
the measurements of Government property
were concealod from you because the measgre-
ments upon which the wai obtained
were not ll{nﬂlh"m. Is that 87 A. No,
ﬁ because | did' not know at all what [ was

Q. Were not messurements om which the
money was obtained messurements made by
Genernl Babeocik, with which your office had
nothing to do! A. I have made statoments
a!deLln to that. =

Q. Do you

neglect on the part of members of the board
than the ﬂg‘nl§ of these estimates for the
measurements of Government work, without
hswg.\g wh;l.' was [nthem! ['Wiiness pauses.]
. Any other cases of grosser lect than
that! A. (.m-ln:{ -
Q. Let us have them. A. I huve stated this
was asked from me as a mere clerical matter,
Q. What was! A. An assistant, 83,600
a year, had brought those papers re, and it
seems, as & clerieal matter, for the purpose of
gaining more gﬂdenu in Congress, my sig-

Q. Then'the assistant brought you these pa-
pers on the 19th of November. Yon kept
them for t days, and returned them, each
one signed by you. And now you
and say you returned them, after ecight days,
with your :‘g.?lmnl with Ih;l‘ letter accom-

oying them, explanatory of them, and giv-
ng an abstract of them, and that tun%hu
mere clerical matter on your part, and sub-
mitted to you, and that you signed them with.
out considerstion. Now, can you Indicate any
other cases of grosser lect on the part of
members of the Board of Public Works than
that? A, I wish to say these papers were for
a week, to the best of my

knowledge, there.

They were just as [ stated rtpmk’lr—l.h:y
were bro to me In order tu have a proper
Q. Was 1 not that they should be

bt Lo you? I have understood your com-
plain llllgn"!ru that you knew nothing
about this Government

. Now, you say that they wera brought to

for your signature. Day before yesterdsy,

sald you had not an , and that

you knew nothing about Government messure-

ments, and that you were pot responsible for
an

under , 80 that
lnall sign them. e
. You knew that w ou them!
A, Yes, sir; I did. To. Mows
Q. Why 4id you sign them ! A. Because out
of to the Guvernor.
mu.rl:u the Govemnor asked

have not been able to get an answer yet.
you know of any other grosser negiect than
that ¥ A.Ido not admit it Is any case of gross
lect st all,
. That s your answer. A. Yes, sir,
th% Do you mean to be undersicod as saying
the 's office Is not & subordinate

oftice to the of Public Works! A. The
engineer’s office is, of course, o braseh of the
Board of Public Works,

of Publlc Works? A.Itisa of It.

Q. Is it any more-a part of &t than the audi-
tor’s office, or the superintendent of nssess-
ments’ office, or the superintendent of prop-
erty! A. It fs no comparison at all. The

ni:;'a office Is the lﬂcv.

A o t
ofieo of digaky under 1h Bourd of Pablic
Works? A. It s the proper place in the offiee

where Improvements are on. Of course
i1 it is not you cannot have success.
Q. You have alluded tiroughout your testl-

Arer. R Snzrnman, “Ben. B, Oroen, eng.™ s :urd w‘?ﬁﬂ% k:u-owu ‘t?h:mm wli:
3 i A. 1don't pos that It 1efreshes my rocolleetion | SO : . Gisneon,
ll.‘i‘-'.unmn!:?“‘f“.' _— ;.‘33'::‘:‘&11 R %’{hﬂ"’h“ g |that g0l A. I believe I have answered the
Avnory CL examipation, vig, that & friend of mino took me a.
Board of Public Works, District of Columbia. |as I was pasalng up Broadway, to the r's | Q. You have alluded tothat throughout yoar
To the Secretary of the Treasury, olfice, showed mo Lhe ¥, some of which | testimony on day before yesterday! A. m
Q. Did you that letter? A. That fs the mga:a“h.h.ful nsves “a::"‘%‘;‘;‘t'&'a'.:-f leve s0. ;
signature to w 1 hiad reference (n my testd- | (0000 HEG PR "m"-"h“":‘r fitation 1n | Q- Was Mr. Oertly dctalled by the vice prest-
mouy. I have stated distinctly that I m!l.., wmu]'&mmofdork
only one paper, and that s the one to w I -5 r. Chandler. (il:mi Fou BAve a5y corres- dmnb{vlhmg'nhmu than such as related
reference, e with him? Never. to the canal! A. Yes, gir; to the
Q- That {s the only paper you signed? A.| (Fages:,) : best of my know )
Yu.dr.dmquuem. Now, that s all the luthonyml.mn‘utn . What! A.I have here three vouchers,
Q. And these papers you signed were | the conpection between Mr. Shepherd and Mr. |5 788; I found the last oune of
of no consequence in relation 1o the obtalning | Tweed, and that you base your broad as- | them on the » B. Oertly, deputy eagineer,
of from the publie tressuryl [No re-|sertion that system on which this District | But 1 find from the annual report that, aguinst
aponse. has beea carried ou is a aystem of | my fnstructions, the aunditor passed these bills
*Q. isthe only ono yousigned!? A. Yes, A. It 1 this complicatod system, [ | w u_w Iw treasarer, of
Nty mean Lo say. . course, money on s
-ﬁ. And this mass of papers that you : ?m-wwmuaawm .5 a0 answer to my questionl A,
“which was the basis of by “‘“_Mi%’ww A, 1| Yes, uir; these coutaln other work than the
from the , were of no. :Iml}ﬂm,'h:‘l' :hm&mra:li - . AR
. New because It was m:m-?il- _ mean canal, the canal he
cated, it was believed that it was perfeet. Ido | strects ha with the
pot refer to it in odlous way. I mean to|flling of canal. A. This is Farragut
SRl Tl o, S, ety alih
" 0 ew
mdﬁrs‘mm 13

because the ordinary course of business was to | &7

¥; that you ¢

Do | one of Lthe objections to the bi

. Is not it & subordinate office of the Board | duc

n 72
fully reforred to the suditur, i’dwlﬂl Jolhnson,
sézistant secretary. 10, 8, "TO

q. Is this signed youl [handing witness
John O, Evans’ blll for work dope on P-street
cirele.] A. That is what [ have stated—the
final vouchers 1 have signed.

Q. Are these final vouchers false? A. No,

Q. Are they correet! A. To the best of my
Information and belief.
u‘q. Au::. they Include the partial vouchers, do
oy Dot
Chairman. The final voucher of the P-
gtctcin.lehdgnndby Mr. Bamney agl Mr.,
nes.

Mr. Mattingly. Yes, sir.
[The following is the voucher for P-street
elrele.]

Pavements for videwalks and carriageways,
Wasmincrox, D. C., September 3, 520

answer, . . y Board of Publie Works, D. Q.,

Q. I have already shown you where your To John O. Evans, Dr.
uﬁo was for upward of a million of 131‘::: wﬁm«;ﬂgﬁlh mnln:'m =
l?. m{ A2 . B st 1 hered certifly that I have measured and in-

> specied the work dune by John ‘O. Evanton the |

lmprovament of P-streot cirele, (between — and
—— streets,) lo squares — embrased in the fure-
golng sccount, which work was done under-the
order of the Board of Public Works, (cuntract
Nu. —,) and find 1t correct as to quastiity asd
quality, and thst the work has been done and
material and labor hed a8 pur contrset and

ot Utas: E. Baftngy,
Lated Sept. 20, 1§70 Anistant

Appruved Sept. 20, 1873,
Ctrss,

Apory
Engloesr B. . W, In y
I cortify tost the forgolng bill bs torrect lo.form,
and that Lhe prices sre acoording W conteagt, aod
13 therefore audited in the sawm of —

sod—
strecta, $——. Final measurement. Voo 4099, 78,

(Indorsed: Cert. No. —. Ascount B. P. W
—. Vol.—, 1874 Pavements fur sidewalks
snd earriageways. Sept, L1990, . Juwe. O,
Evana' bill for work dooe on P-strect clrele, Final
measurement. Vou. 4009, *T0.]

The Vitness, Since the chalrman asked the
Enﬂuon, I will explala the working of our of-

ce. Mr. Oertly having been detalled to meas-
ure the work of Mr. Evans, Mr. Oertly meas-
ured It, and In this case again Mr. Barney, as a
courtesy t0 an asafstant in the office, who js
equal with him, signed the voucher and the
measurement of Mr. Oertly. The measure-
ment Is Mr. Oertly’s, I can show you st anee
it is copled from the partial voucher, which I
™ By Sr. Mattingly - Q. Wasn't § your &

y Mr. Mattingly : Q. Wasn't {t aty,
when you were making out & fiual voucher to
be by yourself and Mr. Barney, to see
that the proper amount of work alone was al.
Jowed, and proper rates allowed for i, to see
that It was correct? A, Certainly.

Q. Did you do that! A. I have explained
that before, I have not it. There
are a great number of vonchers that I have o
sign. 1 generally go over them. I would see
that they were gn:rl!l ootrect.

Q. Here 18 a Bill of John Q. Evans for the
reservation west of the P-street cir-

and Mr. Barney. A z-n:ld‘::;
Mr. Barney and myul-f. Tt is s final voueher.

This is measured by Mr. , and, therefore,
as (ar as aceurac o + & sample oow,
B{Jmlge Black: Q. Was it cos A. 0,

’uQ, Is thn:rl A. O, yes; I have stated so

upon the ou
Mr. Hltllng‘ig. He bas said that everything
signed by Mr. Barney and himsell is correct,
Q. Here is another triangular reservation
th — ar Bn:‘::laﬂm::#l k
at by . y .
Yes, sir. Thisha of the other. These
foserted in the anditor’s office.

other $15,000. That will need explanatic..
After examining two vouchers.] Thege, 1
ve got them pow. [Laughter,] Here, the
first time 1 saw this voucher, (referring to un-
audited voucher of John O. Evans for Mount
Vermnl!q,ure.d it was $1.24 o square foot of
flagging=29,760 square yards. lere was a
voucher, (reflerring to sudited voucher,) made
out at sixty cents, which makes §2,25¢0. Here,
in the second voucher, g',m is taken out, &
then aflerward ——. ell, I;nu seo, Lhat is
Is belug lelt at
the engineer’s office fn blank. Instead of the
auditor aodiling he made the bills. Here I8
one of the Irregularities,

The Chalrman. Please explaln the vouchers.

The witnesa proceeds to do so to theChair-
man,

The Chairman (after Nstening to explama-
tion of the witneds:) There are two tems
there; one ltem 1 st $1.235, which was re.
ed b womebody to 60 cents.,

The Witnees, No, 80 cents first, and then
afterward joereased to $1.45,

Mr. Morris (clerk.) No, It was just the ro-
verseof that.

The Chairman, It was made out at $1.23
and reduced to 60 cents, another Jtem of the

| same time; amd the Anal voucker that went 1o

the auditor ia the reduced voucher.

Mer. Morrls (elerk.) I ask leave of the com-
mitles to make a statement right here.

The Chalrman. Certalply.

Mr. Morris. I wishtosay that the 1,297 fect
of granite curb In this bIll that Mr. Cluss re-
fiers to was put In at §1.42, that locluding the
price of the curb; bat i being sscertalned that
Lhe curb belooged to the board, the contractor
was mmunnﬂy not entitled to recelve pay
for it, therefore was allowad, when the
ouly thirty ceuts, the
price of setting. made a Qiffercnce of $1.12
a foot ou 1,297 (eet of eurb.

By the Chalrman: Q. (To the wilness)
Turn to that voucher, and you mill flsd yous
dﬁumh on the back and on the face of i1,

Itness. It always left my otlice in blank.
I have to the commiliten that all ths
money on these voucheérs was luserted in the
suditor’s office.

affixed to those
officel A. Y

A moment
A Yes,

t'l. You tho: tmmmu‘ oftice
hlhh:UMum u:utkumm
Ei'l:- A Y Since the 1st of January

E

LT
XEs

DPated —, 1874 Auditor. B. P. W.

Cert. No,—. Account LM9, B, P, W.. wol.
—, 1874, Pavements fursidewalhs and éarriage-
ways. Sept. ﬂblm John O. Evans' bull for | $1
work dope on P-street circle, bet. —

,
o

2

afterward the contract stui‘cs the price—the
Q. think the ouzhi to be fived in
quaniity and quality i -

®

assistants? A. Yes, air.

Q. They were pm?uly;ml accurately made
rmu,nnun:u A, Yes, uir; o0 far as
DOW.

sccurately made? A. Yes, ofr. =
Q. The certificates that you made In those
cases were pof negligently made. A. No, gir.
Q. You did uot merely close your eyes and
&ign the mat somebody's request, without know -
lngd:‘h:.her they were true oar’ false! You
m: e v n before you &
them! A. p(mm:emmlgm; for lm{? wwm
ever I have lar business I do that aiways.
Q. The work was pald for at fair and proper
prices, was it not, alwaysd A. I would nob
say so. The prices were excessive.
Q. His work was paid for at proper
A. I say soms of the prices were excessive.
Q. H{m'du they come to be pald excessively;
by blunderi A. I do not know.
tqu' By s blunder or a fraud! A. I donot
w

Q. Youdo not know! A. One dollar apd
twenty-five centd por square foot for fagging
more than I ever gave before, you know,
this s one of the vouchers which yom bhave
just shown ma upon Mount Vernon square.

Q. How were the prices established for that
squarel A, I roquest the couusel for the Dis-
trict to show you. 1 do not kuow.

Q. I am not counsel for the District, but I
will show you nevertheless.

Mr. Black. Mr. Evans addressed a letter on
the 14th of May, 1573, to the board, rcqf:ouh:g
that the ¢ be establishedd. Mr. Adolf Close
answers nlu.c, w::s;ﬂ the subject is referred to
him, b t ce.

M. ‘\Ifﬂ? Please give me the date of that.

Mr. Black. Ceu.ln.i&ﬂﬂr. May 14, 1574,

The Witness. That 't touch the point.

Mr. Black. Eﬁmr-four cents., You will
fisd It on page 1558, Yo say there, “I estl-
mate It & fair cost.” And then you give the
{tems, amounting to the whale 10 54 cents,

The Witness. I have explained befure :il-t
this was one of the cases. [ requésted
.this voucher be brought bere. This price is ln
Mr. Oertly’s bandwriting. Mr. Oertly fized

that price.

‘& And theo you @1 not sign this! A. Tes,
I dign It; aud I told the committee the
other day that this is in fact, in my every-day
busineés; the only potnt whers [ know, where
I have, perhaps, sot done my fall duty in Jobk-
Ing close enough. But this don”t cover thef
case, 1 have asked for the order in which
$1.25 was established per square ot for fug-
‘m& You spoke of 34 ccnts, and spoke of

(‘}. Was not this the price that Mr. Evans

got—Sé centsl A. Will the counsel be kind

| enough to sbhow me the voucher for Mount

Yernon square! It fs §1.25, 1 believe.

Q. Look at this, (handing wilness paper.)
Read that letter. Witness read aloud as fol-
lows: .

New Yourn. Apsil 23, »m,
Ouawriewey: Wo haven lot of selected blue-
stone fagyiog, say about ticnlg to twenty-@v
l.hmu‘\.f feet, from two and & balf to four ipe
thick even [wur feet lengths and froms twoanm
four twelflhs [eet to four feet wide, planed (o an
aven surfuce, suzh 88 is used here lur Orst-ciase

work.

We will deilver the same to you om wharf,
Washipgton, D, ., at seventy-five cents
square t. Delivery te be complote within
thirty days. Awailing your reply. A

We are, geatiem v rerpectiully, your
obedient pervants., A RUNT k BeornEn.

Mon. Board of Publie Worke, Washington, D, O

Q. Now please read the Indorsament!

[ Wituess reads the Indorsement, as follows:}

[Indorsement. |
Buaup or Fusiic Wonna,
DisTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
WasuisaToy, April 35, 1470
eapectfolly referred to the engineer ln charge
for repurt. This will be necsssary for the P-strcet
circle, If the price s a ane.
By order of theboard. Evw.Mo Jomxson,
Chilef Clerk.

Q. Now read the order to Van Brumt &
Bro., based on that, [Witness read as fol-
lows.]

Boarp or Prauro Wonxs,
DisTRICT ¢ 8 CLUMNBLA,
Wasmixotoy, htey 8, 1575

Gexriexex: You are hereby requested to shi
to this beard from twenly Lo twenty-fAve thousan
feet of bluestone n-gé'. frum 204 to 4 inches
thick, even 4 feet lengths, and from 2412 to | feeh
wide, o to be deliverad at the whar! in this city
within thirty days, at seventy-fve cents Per spars

foot.
By arder of the beard,
Evpwarp Jomxsox,
Uhief Clerk..
Cuas. 5. Jouxsos.

Secretary.
Misers, FarDrunt & Bro., 78 Soulh ., ¥ee Fork,

True copy:

Q. l.mpt,l.t the indorsement on the Jower
part of that paper, and read I5

{ Witpess reads as follows:) -

The Pualreet cirele Is completed; otherwise the
price |8 reasonable; M quality in as nprucu:ﬁ,
swlll.rpll us o&lf ABOUL L5 centa addition
ltmn foat for Jol ApoLr ULuse.

Q. ls that ln ﬁ(}irtlj'l handwriting or
yours! A. That is in mine.

. Is the signature yours! A. Yes, gir.

3. How much does thut make s fooe! A,
This refers to extra-thick Dugging, and this
makes It 75 cente, and then, alterward, 15
ccute, which makes it up to 00,

By Governor Sh:'rherﬂ: Q. Add you? price
bere—34 cents fixed by you updn t?é- ‘htf
Doesn's It make it $1.28)° A [ wish {5 35 the”
detail.  No, it don't maks £1.34. -

By Mr. Mattingly: Q. Ninety cents and 34

cepts dop't make §1.240
edeﬂm“. il‘zem Is 81 cents; taking oub

the wind Is 6 cents, jointing i8 10 cents—18
cente—is lucluded In the 54 cents, and, there-
fore—

By Mr. Black: Q. Now, If the prices pald to
Me. Evans were too high, that was a wrong
agaicst tho public, was {2 ol A, Ithick {6
wWas.

Q. If the publie was wronged by the pag-
ment of those prices to hiw, who pérmitted
l:w wroug? A. The party who awarded the

1.25.

Q. Wko awurded him, the party who fixed
the prices, was & notl The ollicer who fixed
the prices miust have been the parson that did
the wio winat the pullic, If he fixed them
o0 hlglhT . The oflicer who fixed the $1.23
——; aud I clalin that Wiese figures here do nok
add op $1.35; und I claim farther that this (s
extra thick flagging; from 2)§ to 4 ipches
thick; while this dagging was mainly common,
thin- flagging aod not Hageing of extra thicke
nesa.

q. Do you mean o say vou sre responsibia
for the adjustment of thore pricesl A, For
the $1.25 ] am not responsible. It & more
than I have allowed you kuuw.

Q. How much inored

The Witness. Will you allow me fo fgure
this up! That is piaio flazzing. That s ma-
chine-work fagging, so it s not in e circies,

for—in these fs tuking out wind.
Mr. Stauton. I's there any difference io the
thickoess? A. Yes, sir; this o extra thick

hm‘l ia the expresmsion there; from 215
to & Inches? A. ¥
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